TITLE 16. PROFESSIONAL AND VOCATIONAL
REGULATIONS

DIVISION 10. DENTAL BOARD OF CALIFORNIA

DENTAL ASSISTNG EXAMS
PROPOSED TEXT

Proposed amendments to the regulatory language are shown in single underline
fornew text and single strikethrough for deleted text.

Amend Sections 1080, 1080.3, 1081 and 1081.2, adopt Sections 1081.3 and 1081.4,
and repeal Sections 1080.1, 1080.2,1081.1, 1082, 1082.1, 1082.3, and 1083 in Article
4 of Chapter 3 of Division 10 of Title 16 of the California Code of Regulations to read
as follows:

§ 1080. General Procedures for Dental-Auxiliary RDA, RDAEF, Orthodontic
Assistant and Dental Sedation Assistant Written and-Practical Examinations.

The following rules, which are in addition to any other examination rules set forth
elsewhere in this chapter, are adopted for the uniform conduct of all dental-auxiliary
RDA, RDAEF, Orthodontic Assistant and Dental Sedation Assistant written and-practical
examinations.

(a) The ability of an examination candidate (“examinee”) to read and interpret
instructions and examination material is a part of the examination.

(b) No persen-examinee shall be admitted to an examination room erlaberatery-unless
he-orshe-the examinee is-wearing-the-appropriate-badge-allows a test center proctor at

the examination site to photograph them, provides one form of an acceptable
government-issued photographic identification, and presents their thumb for electronic

scanning.

(1) Each time an examinee leaves and returns to the examination site, they shall
have their thumb scanned again. The resulting thumb print shall match the initial
thumb print taken by the test center proctor at the examination site. Examinees
needing an accommodation for thumb printing may meet the examination entry
requirements in paragraph (2), as applicable.

(2) If an examinee does not have a thumb, or the print cannot be captured, the test
center proctor shall scan the pointer finger. If the examinee has no thumbs or
fingers, the test center proctor shall contact their manager to obtain verbal or

Dental Board of California Proposed Text Page 1 0of 14
16 CCR 1080, 1080.1, 1080.2, Dental Assisting Exams 11/08/2023
1080.3, 1081, 1081.1, 1081.2,

1081.3,1081.4, 1082, 1082.1,

1082.3, and 1083



written permission to allow the photo taken of the examinee to be used to identify
them each time they leave and re-enter the examination room.

(c) An examinee may be dismissed from the entire examination, and a statement of
issues may be filed against the examinee, for acts which interfere with the Board’s
objective of evaluating professional competence. Such acts include, but are not limited
to the following:

(1) Allowing another person to take the examination in the place of, and under the
identity of, the examinee.

(2) Copying or otherwise obtaining examination answers from other persons during
the course of an examination.

(3) Bringing any notes, books, pictures, tape recorders, or other unauthorized
materials into the examination area.

(4) Assisting another examinee during the examination process.

(65) Copying, photographing or in any way reproducing or recording examination
questions or answers.

(86) Leaving the assigned examination area without the permission of an examtest
center administraterproctor.

(97) Failing to follow directions relative to the conduct of the examination, including
termination of the examination at the scheduled or announced time.

(8) Engaging in any other conduct specified in Section 123 of the Code.
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(d) For the purposes of this section, “acceptable government-issued photographic
identification” means, any of the following:

(1) Unexpired driver’s license or identification card issued by a U.S. state or territory,

(2) Unexpired United States military identification card including: active duty, retiree,
or reservist military identification card (DD Form 2 or 2 A),

(3) Unexpired Passport from any country,

(4) Unexpired United States-issued passport card,

(5) Unexpired United States-issued Permanent Resident Card (Form 1-551),

(6) Unexpired Mexican Consulate identification card, or,

(7) Unexpired United States-issued Employment Authorization Card (EAC -- Form |-
766).

NOTE: Authority cited: Sections 1614 and 1743, Business and Professions Code.
Reference: Sections 123, 1743, 1750.2, 1750.4, 1752.1, and 1753, 4756, 1#58-and

41764--Business and Professions Code.
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§ 1080.3. Dental-Auxiliary Licensure- RDA, RDAEF, Orthodontic Assistant and

Dental Sedation Assistant Written Examination Review Procedures; Appeals

(a) An examinee who has failed an examination shall be provided with notice, upon
written request, of those areas in which he/she-is-they were deficient-in-the-practical-or

ivical ol ‘ suel

(b) An unsuccessful examinee who has been informed of the areas of deficiency in
histher-their performance on the practical-erclinicalphases-ofthe-examination and who
hasve determined that one or more of the following errors was made during the course
of histher-their examination and grading may appeal to the bBoard within sixty-fifteen
(60615) days following receipt of histher-their examination results:

(1) Significant procedural error in the examination process;

(2) Evidence of adverse discrimination;

(3) Evidence of substantial disadvantage to the examinee. Such appeal shall be
made by means of a written letter specifying the grounds upon which the appeal
is based. The Board’s designee shall respond to the appeal in writing and may
request a personal appearance by the examinee. The Board shall thereafter take
such action as it deems appropriate.

NOTE: Authority cited: Sections 1614 and 1743, Business and Professions Code.
Reference: Sections 1750.2, 1750.4, 1752.1, and 1753,4756,14758-and 4764 Business
and Professions Code.

§ 1081 RDARegistered Dental Assistant Combined Written and Law and Ethics
Examination.
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(a) Prior to issuance of a license, Aan applicant for licensure as an RDA shall complete
and achieve a criterion-referenced passing score on the Board’s Registered Dental
Assistant Combined Written and Law and Ethics Examination. The Registered Dental
Assistant Combined Written and Law and Ethics Examination (“examination”) is a
written, task-oriented examination encompassing alt duties assignable to RDAs and the
settings in which they may be performed, knowledge of California and federal laws as
they relate to the duties of RDAs, and the ability to recognize and apply ethical
principles as they relate to the duties of RDAs.

(b) Such examination may-shall test applicants in alse-inrelude-any or all of the feloewing
subjeetscontent areas, tasks and associated knowledge statements listed in “Table 14 --
Registered Dental Assistant Written Examination Outline”, which is hereby incorporated
by reference and published in the document entitled “Occupational Analysis of the
Registered Dental Assistant Profession” by the Department of Consumer Affairs’ Office
of Professional Examination Services, dated June 2023.:

(c) As used in this section, “criterion-referenced passing score” is a passing score for
the examination established by the modified Angoff standard setting method. This
method includes the use of RDA licensees and a test development specialist and
determines through evaluation and rating of each exam question that the passing score
represents entry level competence to practice in the profession as specified in
subsection (b).

(d) This section shall be effective on [OAL insert effective date of March 1, 2024 or
effective date on filing if after March 1, 2024].

Note: Authority cited: Sections 1614, 1743, and 1749.1, Business and Professions

Code. Reference: Sections 1614, 1743, 1749.1, and 1752.1-and-4£53, Business and
Professions Code.
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§ 1081.2. RDAEF Written Examination Requirements.

(a) Prior to issuance of a license, an applicant for a permit as an RDAEF shall complete
and achieve a criterion-referenced passing score on the Board’s Registered Dental
Assistant in Extended Functions Written Examination (“examination”). The examination
is a written, task-oriented examination encompassing duties assignable to an RDAEF
and the settings in which they may be performed, knowledge of California and federal
laws as they relate to the duties of RDAEFs, and the ability to recognize and apply
ethical principles as they relate to the duties of an RDAEF.

(b) Such examination shall test applicants in any or all of the content areas, tasks and
associated knowledge statements listed in “Table 16 — Registered Dental Assistant In
Extended Functions Written Examination Outline”, which is hereby incorporated by
reference and published in the document entitled “Occupational Analysis of the
Regqistered Dental Assistant In Extended Functions Profession” by the Department of
Consumer Affairs’ Office of Professional Examination Services, dated October 2021.

(c) As used in this section, “criterion-referenced passing score” is a passing score for
the examination established by the modified Angoff standard setting method. This
method includes the use of RDAEF licensees and a test development specialist and
determines through evaluation and rating of each exam question that the passing score
represents entry level competence to practice in the profession as specified in
subsection (b).

Dental Board of California Proposed Text Page 9 of 14
16 CCR 1080, 1080.1, 1080.2, Dental Assisting Exams 11/08/2023
1080.3, 1081, 1081.1, 1081.2,

1081.3,1081.4, 1082, 1082.1,

1082.3, and 1083



NOTE: Authority cited: Sections 1614, and 1743, Business and Professions Code.
Reference: Sections 1743 and 17563, Business and Professions Code.

§ 1081.3 Orthodontic Assistant Written Examination.

(a) Prior to issuance of a permit, an applicant for a permit as an orthodontic assistant
(“OA”) shall complete and achieve a criterion-referenced passing score on the Board’s
Orthodontic Assistant Examination (“examination”). The examination is a written, task-
oriented examination encompassing the knowledge, skills and abilities necessary to
competently perform the duties of an OA specified in Section 1750.3 of the Code
including, recognition of the duties assignable to an OA, knowledge of California and
federal laws as they relate to the duties of OAs, and the ability to recognize and apply
ethical principles as they relate to the duties of OAs.

(b) Such examination shall test applicants in any or all of the content areas, tasks and
associated knowledge statements listed in “Table 13 — Orthodontic Assistant
Examination Outline”, which is hereby incorporated by reference and published in the
document entitled “Occupational Analysis of the Orthodontic Assistant Practice” by the
Department of Consumer Affairs’ Office of Professional Examination Services, dated

April 2021.

(c) As used in this section, “criterion-referenced passing score” is a passing score for
the examination established by the modified Angoff standard setting method. This
method includes the use of OA permitholders and a test development specialist and
determines through evaluation and rating of each exam question that the passing score
represents entry level competence to practice in the profession as specified in
subsection (b).
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NOTE: Authority cited: Sections 1614, and 1743, Business and Professions Code.
Reference: Sections 1750.2, 1743, 1752.1 and 1753, Business and Professions Code.

§ 1081.4 Dental Sedation Assistant Written Examination.

(a) Prior to issuance of a permit, an applicant for a permit as a dental sedation assistant
(“DSA”) shall complete and achieve a criterion-referenced passing score on the Board’s
Dental Sedation Assistant Examination (“examination”). The examination is a written,
task-oriented examination encompassing the knowledge, skills and abilities hecessary
to competently perform the duties of a DSA specified in Section 1750.5 of the Code,
including recognition of the duties assignable to a DSA and the settings in which they
may be performed, knowledge of California and federal laws as they relate to the duties
of DSAs, and the ability to recognize and apply ethical principles as they relate to the
duties of DSAs.

(b) Such examination shall test applicants in any or all of the content areas, tasks and
associated knowledge statements listed in the Board’s “Dental Sedation Assistant

Examination Outline” issued August 2009, which is hereby incorporated by reference.

(c) As used in this section, “criterion-referenced passing score” is a passing score for
the examination established by the modified Angoff standard setting method. This
method includes the use of DSA permitholders and a test development specialist and
determines through evaluation and rating of each exam question that the passing score
represents entry level competence to practice in the profession as specified in
subsection (b).

NOTE: Authority cited: Sections 1614, and 1743, Business and Professions Code.
Reference: Sections 1743, 1750.4, 1752.1 and 1753, Business and Professions Code.
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